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October 14, 2017 glimpsed the onset of an endeavour marked by iridescence of talents taking
varied hues blazing a trail at the Talent Bankers meet.Today is a special day when we are
nearing the fourth year and Onam being around the corner taking over spirits manifesting it's
festive countenance.

Gayathri, Aryagayathri and Drisya - the trio which constitutes the editorial board - are the
ineffaceable interlinkages which bestows grace to the subtleties of this column.

This week let's honour an unparalleled talent who has been our editorial board member;some
one who has been with us since the inception of this column and was eagerly looking forward to
the Talented Bankers meet scheduled at Kollam,being a foreign banker who was devoid of the
chance to make her presence at the first two meetings.



Arya Gayathri

State Bank of India

Pallikkal Branch

Trivandrum district

Let us keep on traversing along with her through the incredible and beautiful pathway of her
phenomenal journey.

Arya was born and raised in Bahrain and had her education in Kerala.

Her father,Mr. Rajendran Nair worked for Bahrain Petroleum Company a Senior Instrument
Technician and her mother Mrs. Lekha served as the Administrator of Sri Sri Ravi Shankar
Vidyamandir till 2016. Her mother,a native of Punnaikunnam in Thonnakkal well known as the
place of Kumaranasan guided her through the seamless world of Puranas (mythological stories),
global events, life stories of eminent persons and current events which gave way to her dreams
ascending greater heights.

Arya had her elementary education at Al Uduman School,Kazhakoottam and thereafter studied
at Alan Fedman Public School Kazhakoottam up to Higher Secondary level.

She graduated from St. Xavier's College in Thumba with a bachelor's degree in Physics and holds
a master's degree in Physics from University College in Thiruvananthapuram.She enrolled for
doing BEd and started her preparation for UGC NET.Althrough her course of studies she
relentlessly refined her artistic talents.

Arya got trained in Mohiniyattam and various other dance forms and Carnatic music at Primary
School itself. She earned accolades in Bharatanatyam, Mohiniyattam, Kuchupudi, folk dance and
story writing at District level competitiond.

She won prizes in mimicry, elocution, storytelling and poetry. She also won a scholarship for
excellence in academics.However rarely did she participate in youth-festivals other than in
school and district level.She stood third in Bharatanatyam in the state level competition held
while she was at high school.She often used to be frequently recognised in hand writing
competitions.

She started learning Bharatanatyam from her teacher at school and continued it under Sri
Madhu Gopinath and later under Smt. Kalakshetra Haimavathi.

During her college days, she became proficient in Kathakali. Kalamandalam Balasubramaniam
was her Guru in Kathakali. She used to perform Bharatanatyam and Kathakali at temples.

She had the opportunity to publish her poems in 'Kavya Sringhala' - Poetry Chain, founded by Sri
Gopikrishnan Kottur, based on the concept of Dr. Ayyappa Panicker, a poet and an English
teacher. Thereby she was fortunate enough to receive the blessings of numerous poets.
Aryagayatri also received a special mention in an article published by Mathrubhumi regarding
this journal.

She served as magazine editor while she was at school and during her graduation at Thumpa
College.A manuscript magazine devoted to jokes conceptualized by Arya and her friends drew
attention as well.

She was the Best Outgoing Student and was the college topper during graduation, in addition to
being the topper at secondary and higher secondary school levels.

While pursuing post graduation, she was taken over by the desire to become a pilot and applied
to Air India,in the hopes of realizing her dream.

The rhythms of the heartbeat while waiting in Rae Bareli with the highest points among the
participants in the written test,interview and PABT at IGRUA still excites Arya.Much to her
dismay,her dream was demolished by the standards of fitness.She lost it to a height of merely
three centimeters.



By the third semester of her M.Sc course she began joining in with her friends who were trying
out SBI PO and clerical recruitment examinations. Arya's new dreams took flight on those days
when she first visited an SBI branch to take a DD for examination fees.

It was when she joined the training college for UGC NET entry with her M.Sc B.Ed qualifications
that her job offer from SBI arrived. Both her uncle and mother saw it as a blessing and advised
her to accept the offer of employment. Likewise she joined SBI CCPC, Thrissur in clerical cadre
in January of 2009. The same year she was also selected as probationary officer at SBT in
August. After her training, she worked at Kumbanad, Bangalore Bellandur, Mangalore Main and
as single officer branch manager at Munnoor, she got selected for JIBO 2017 and got deputed to
SBT City exchange company on a republic day. After her deputation she joined the SBI
Trivandrum Main branch in Feb 2020 and has been working as branch manager at Pallickal
branch since October 2020. She had been a support in the talented bankers editorial board since
her stint abroad and has been active since 2020 on every occasion even during her own branch
audit.

She has been an active participant in the cultural events organised by the State Bank in
compering, dance programmes and story writing and has won prizes too. She had also won the
first prize for a short story titled Thrissur pooram within the short time she joined SBI in 2009.
She is married to Sri.Amit Pundir who belongs to Dehradun and is her 2011 PO batchmate. He is
working as relationship manager at SBI representative office, Dubai. Their eight year old
daughter Vedanshi Pundir is as enthusiastic as her parents and is wonderful in reading and
singing songs.

Aryagayathri is active in the online programs hosted by the talented bankers since 2020 with her
dance performance, poetry recitation and articles.

In the weekly introduction of talented bankers, the translation team plays a vital role in
translating the articles within a limited timeframe and Arya has definitely played a good role in
the same. Her mother holds the camera for her for most of her online performances.

She is eloquent on how her family is enamoured by the lives of the talented bankers every week
when she takes up the task of translating the articles when she gets them on Thursdays and is
grateful for those.

She is continuing her training in Bharatanatyam under her guru Smt.Regatta Girija Chandran.
We dedicate this week's edition to this powerhouse of our team and wish her and family a
prosperous and joyful Onam.



